
Vanishing Rainforests  
In this unit, the children will be learning about how       

diverse, wonderful and unique our rainforests are. Did you 

know that rainforests once covered 14% of our world’s 

surface? Now sadly they cover between 3-4% of the 

world. Why are they vanishing? 

In geography the children will discover where rainforests 

can be found around the world, the products we use 

that come from rainforests and what life is like for people 

who live in rainforests. The children will also learn about 

how rainforests have changed over time focusing on   

deforestation. Finally, in geography, the children will   

discuss what we can do to save, sustain and protect the 

rainforest. 

In science, the children will build on their learning about 

plants to find out how plants get what they need to    

survive in the rainforest. They will also look at the different 

plants and animals that live in the rainforest as well as the 

different rock and soil types there are. The children will 

learn about photosynthesis and the role of leaves in this 

process as well as looking at the different types of leaves 

there are. Finally, in science they will classify animals, look 

at how they have adapted to the rainforest over time 

and create food chains for the rainforest. Through art, 

they will use the rainforests as inspiration for prints and in 

technology design and create a mask to represent an 

animal. Towards the end of the unit, in international, the 

children will learn how they can support the rainforests 

and research the different charities that help with this. 

Finally, in music they will create a rainforest atmosphere.  

Striking and Fielding 
As part of this unit, the children will learn different ways to 

catch and throw a ball from varying distances as well as 

how to strike a ball using a bat. They will learn different 

ways they can stop the ball when fielding and learn 

about simple tactics for example, where to hit the ball 

and where to stand when batting or fielding.  

Hockey 
In this unit, the children will learn how to hold a hockey 

stick correctly as well as how to complete various passes 

over a long and short distance. They will learn how to 

dribble with a ball and begin to understand when it is 

best to dribble or pass the ball. They will also learn how to 

receive and stop a ball and apply these skills in games. 

As part of our music provision, Bolton Music Service will be 

teaching Year 3 how to play a recorder. 

Relationships 
Within the unit, the children will begin to identify the roles 

and responsibilities of each member of their family and 

then reflect on the expectations for males and females. 

They will identify and practise some of the skills of      

friendship e.g. taking turns, being a good listener etc.  The 

children will also know how to express their appreciation 

to their friends and family. Later on, the children will begin 

to understand how to keep themselves safe and they will 

discuss who they can ask for help or speak to if they are 

worried or concerned. They will show an awareness of 

how some of the actions and work of people around the 

world help and influence them and will also understand 

how their needs and rights are shared by children around 

the world identifying how their lives might be different to 

others. The children will learn to empathise with others 

and begin to appreciate what they can learn from them.  

Our Vision is: To ensure lifelong learning for the whole 

community by building a better future together. 

Our Mission is: To build and maintain learning 

communities by developing passionate learners 

through personalised learning for a globally 

changing world. By nurturing each child’s faith 

journey, based on Christian values, we enable 

lifelong learning through promoting high standards, 

encouraging enquiring minds and valuing ourselves 

and others in our school community and beyond.  

Learning @ SSSJ inspires us to 

discover, explore and use our 

knowledge, skills and attitudes to 

develop ourselves as citizens of 

tomorrow.  

If you would like any further details about the 

curriculum, please look at our website 

sssj.bolton.sch.uk. If you do have any other 

questions or concerns, please contact the school 

office on 01204 333 583. 



To start this term, the children will start off with a fiction 

unit that explores a mystery story: Smash and Grab! By 

John Dougherty. Through the story the children will 

explore features of mystery stories, explore how       

authors create suspense by leaving clues and          

examine how authors build suspense and interest by 

showing rather than telling. Towards the end of the 

unit, the children will write a new mystery story. They 

will include speech which is set out and punctuated 

correctly as well as carefully chosen adverbs to      

create accurate images in the reader’s mind.  
 

Later on in the term, through the non-fiction unit they 

will focus on non-chronological reports. They will read 

texts that focus on space and use these to identify the 

key features of non-chronological reports. The        

children will learn how to structure a report clearly  

using headings and sub-headings and focus on using 

conjunctions in their writing to make the structure of 

their sentences varied, clear and interesting. They will 

then use these skills to write their own                         

non-chronological report. 

This term, the children will be focusing on fractions. They will 

start off by recognising and identifying unit and non unit 

fractions and how to make a whole. 

After this, they will learn how to count up and down in 

tenths and how to find tenths of numbers. The children will 

learn how to write fractions as numbers and where to place 

them on a number line. They will then find out how to find 

the  fraction of a set of objects both unit and non unit     

fractions before applying what they have learnt to solve 

different problems. Later on in the term, the children will look 

at equivalent fractions recognising and showing them 

through the use of diagrams and number lines to support 

them. The children will move onto comparing and ordering 

different fractions using the more and less than symbols and 

then learn how to add and subject fractions with the same 

denominator. Towards the end of the unit, the children will 

solve problems linked to all the learning they have done 

within this fraction unit linked to measure. 

Finally, the children will start learning about time, learning 

the amount of days in each month, hours in a day and    

how to tell the time to the nearest 5 minutes and minute. 

During worship time, the children will be reading and    

listening to different stories from The Bible and reflecting 

on what you can learn from them. As well as this, the 

children will also discuss how the stories they hear link to 

the school’s Christian values and personal 

learning goals. This is also a time where        

the children can reflect and share some   

examples of when they or someone else has 

demonstrated these values.

Let’s Plant It! 

In this unit, the children will be ‘botanists’, a special kind of 

scientist who studies plants. They will learn all about plants 

and how they grow. Plants live all over the world and     

without them humans and animals could not live. 

The children will start with science and learn about the   

difference types of plants that grow where we live. They will 

conduct a plant study in different areas of the school 

grounds making observations and recording their findings. 

After this, they will conduct an investigation to find out what 

plants need in order to grow healthy for example, light,   

water, temperature and air. The children will learn about 

the life cycle of a plant and find out about seed dispersal. 

Later on in their science lessons, they will conduct an       

experiment with plants looking at the different types of soil 

as well as exploring the different parts of plants and the 

functions that they do. They will explore how water is     

transported within a plant by doing an investigation and 

also explore the role leaves play. Finally in science, the    

children will look at the interdependence between plants 

and other living things.  

Within technology, they will make containers for plants to 

grow in and decorate them. Through geography, the      

children will understand where the plants we eat come 

from and in health and wellbeing understand what 

‘superfoods’ are. Finally, in international the children will 

look at local and imported crops and how Fair Trade      

supports farmers. 

 

Kingdom of God – When Jesus left what was the     

impact of Pentecost?   
In this unit, the children will make links between the story of 

the Day of the Pentecost and Christian belief about the 

Kingdom of God on Earth. They will understand what the 

Pentecost is and discuss what the description of Pentecost 

in Acts 2 might mean. Later on, they will give examples of 

what Pentecost means to Christians and make links         

between the Day of the Pentecost, the Holy Spirit, the    

Kingdom of God and how Christians live their whole lives 

and in their church communities. Towards the end of the 

unit, they will make links between the ideas of the Kingdom 

of God explored in the Bible and what people believe 

about following God today, expressing their own ideas. 

 

Information Technology 
In computing this half term, the children will be learning 

about how ICT is used in the wider world and thinking of 

ways in which the internet can be used. As well as this they 

will explore a website by using the back / home button, 

menus and hyperlinks and become familiar with different 

search engines. They will research and find information   

using the search engines and discuss the reliability of the 

information they have found.   

Unit 5: La Famille 
The children will start off by identifying how to say different 

family member’s names for example mother and father. 

They will then learn how to say and recognise everyday 

household items in French. 

After this, the children will learn how to say the alphabet in 

French and look at which letters are pronounced similar 

and different to our language. Towards the end of the unit, 

they will learn how to describe the position of objects.


