
The children will continue to learn all about the different 

empires from the past. The children will be focusing on 

three civilisations; The Maya, The Kingdom of Benin and 

the Islamic Empire. They will compare and contrast the 

cultures and achievements of these three civilisations, as 

well as understand the reasons behind their rise and 

dominance, and their eventual decline. In their history 

lessons, they will use a range of sources such as the      

internet, books, artefacts and images to find out about 

these 3 civilisations in detail. They will find out about 

things like the festivals they celebrated, rulers of the    

kingdoms, lifestyles the people lived and the types of 

buildings they built. Later on in the unit in art, the children 

will plan, design and make their own mask linked to one 

of the festivals they have found out about in the history    

lessons. They will choose and decide on which materials 

will be best to use and evaluate their work. In the music 

strand, they will be looking at African music and go on to 

create their own piece of music linked to this based on a 

call and response pattern. Finally, in the international  

lesson, the children will learn that even though these  

civilisations were formed centuries ago some of the     

festivals are still celebrated. The children will go on to 

finding out about modern day Islam or Maya life with a 

focus on one of their festivals. 

Gymnastics 
This term the children will focus on a variety of shapes 

and roles and sequences within Gymnastics.  

The children will begin by practising simple gymnastic 

shapes such as the pike, front and back holds as well as 

the v-sit position. They will use a variety of simple shapes 

along the ones mentioned above in a sequence with 

their partners to create a demonstration for the rest of 

the class.  

The children will later practise a variety of rolls, involving 

the teddy bear roll, the tuck roll, the rock n roll, and the 

pencil roll. They will move on to practising the forward roll 

and will put these into a sequence with their partners.  

By the end of the term the children should be able to put 

a sequence of shapes, rolls and balances together     

creating unique demonstrations.  

As part of our music provision, Bolton Music Service 

will be teaching Year 6 how to sing. They will learn a 

range of current songs and learn how to perform 

these.  

Celebrating Differences 
 

Within this unit of work, the children will understand that 

there are different perceptions about what normal 

means. They will begin to empathise with people who are 

living with disabilities and they will begin to understand 

how living with a disability could affect someone’s life.  

The children will be able to give examples of people with 

disabilities who lead amazing lives. The children will also 

become more aware of their attitude towards people 

with disabilities. As part of the unit, they will explain some 

of the ways in which one person or a group can have 

power over another and how it can feel to be excluded 

or treated badly for being different. They will also know 

why some people choose to use bullying behaviours.   

Our Vision is: To ensure lifelong learning for the whole 

community by building a better future together. 

Our Mission is: To build and maintain learning 

communities by developing passionate learners 

through personalised learning for a globally 

changing world. By nurturing each child’s faith 

journey, based on Christian values, we enable 

lifelong learning through promoting high standards, 

encouraging enquiring minds and valuing ourselves 

and others in our school community and beyond.  

Learning @ SSSJ inspires us to 

discover, explore and use our 

knowledge, skills and attitudes to 

develop ourselves as citizens of 

tomorrow.  

If you would like any further details about the 

curriculum, please look at our website 

sssj.bolton.sch.uk. If you do have any other 

questions or concerns, please contact the school 

office on 01204 333 583. 



This half term, the children will be exploring the power of 

imagery using ‘Rabbit in Mixer Survives’ by Roger McGough. 

The children will also study metaphors and similes through 

the poems: ‘Pike’ by Ted Hughes, ‘The Sea’ by James 

Reeves and ‘Fog’ by Carl Sandburg. By the end of the unit, 

the children will create their own extended  metaphors and 

similes and have a firm grasp of how a poet creates layered 

images. Their final piece of writing will be a poem in free 

verse which describes a sea creature, using extended    

metaphor and personification.   

In guided reading, the children will focus on a new text 

called ‘The Road to Freedom’ in which the children will   

explore a number of sensitive topics about slavery. The   

children will be given opportunities to develop their         

dictionary and thesaurus skills in defining new words and 

identifying appropriate synonyms. They will also be given 

opportunities to develop their comprehension skills such as 

the ‘read and repair’ strategy and the ‘Point, evidence, 

point evidence’ strategy when answering detailed         

questions exploring ‘how’ and ‘why’.  

In maths this half term, the children will continue to build 

upon their arithmetic skills with a focus each lesson on key 

objectives from earlier units, such as multiplication of a four 

digit by a one digit number. They will also focus on revising 

their division of a three and four digit number by a one digit 

number and a four digit number by a two digit number.  

 

During this half term, the children will move onto being able 

to identify common factors, common multiples and prime 

numbers as well as recognise and use squared numbers 

and cubed numbers. They will also learn the rules for the 

order of operations to carry out calculations involving the 

four operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division. They will then use this knowledge to solve different 

problems  and use reasoning from known facts. 

 

Towards the end of the term, they will start to learn how to 

simplify fractions by using common factors and compare 

and order fractions in different ways. After this they will add 

and subtract fractions with different denominators and 

mixed numbers, using the concept of equivalent fractions. 

Finally, they will learn how to multiply proper fractions and 

mixed numbers by whole numbers as well as multiplying   

simple pairs of proper fractions. 

During worship time, the children will be reading and       

listening to different stories from the Bible and reflecting on 

what you can learn from them. As well as this, the children 

will also discuss how the stories they hear link to the schools 

Christian values and personal learning goals.  

It is also a time where children can reflect and 

share examples of when they have seen or 

demonstrated these values.

Look, Hear!   
Within this unit, the children will be investigating the science 

behind light and sound. Through Science, the children will 

be carrying out investigations to test scientific ideas,       

gathering evidence from a range of sources and              

developing their understanding linked to light and sound. To 

start the topic the children will revisit sound identifying how 

sound travels and researching the question ’Why do       

animals have differently shaped ears?’. They will learn that 

light travels in straight lines and that we see things because 

light travels from light sources to our eyes, or from light 

sources to objects and then to our eyes. They will also learn 

how shadows are created. In addition to this, 

the children will use data loggers to measure 

shadows in lumens. 

The children will also research and create their 

own periscope to reinforce the concept of 

light travelling in a straight line. 

Pillars of Islam 
 

In this unit, the children will learn about what the 5 pillars of 

Islam are and that they help Muslims put their faith into  

action. The children will go on to write explanations about 

what each of the 5 pillars represent. 

Incarnation– was Jesus the Messiah? 
 

Later on in the term, the children will look at the unit         

Incarnation and recap what Jewish people hoped for in a 

messiah or saviour. They will go onto explain connections        

between biblical texts and the idea of Jesus as Messiah, 

using theological terms and make clear connections      

between the texts and what Christians believe about Jesus 

as Messiah; for example, how they celebrate Palm Sunday. 

Near the end of this unit the children will learn how  

Christians express their beliefs about Jesus as the Prince of 

Peace and as one who transforms lives, through bringing 

peace and transformation in the world. Finally, they will 

weigh up and discuss whether the world needs a Messiah. 

Digital Literacy 
 

As part of this unit, the children will be using a range of tools 

to present their learning. They will be inserting and            

formatting images from the internet, using bullet points, 

speech bubbles, auto shapes and text boxes.  The children 

will also use a variety of tables tools such as merging cells 

and filling cells.  Linked to their learning in other curriculum 

areas, the children will produce an EBook with a front cover 

and hyperlinked pages. Within the unit, the children will also 

be taught certain keyboard shortcuts.   The children will also 

learn to save their work in their own folder and will learn 

how to retrieve saved work. Children will learn how to draft 

and redraft their work, thinking about if it is suitable for the 

audience. 

Les Vetements 
 

In this unit, the children will learn how to ask and say what 

clothes they like in French. They will give opinions about 

clothes in French and describe what clothes they would 

usually wear. Towards the end of the unit, the  children will 

being to be able to ask and talk about the prices of       

clothing that they like or are wearing.


