
In this unit, the children will learn how the brain works 

looking at how connections in the brain are made. They 

will look at the short and long term memory and different 

strategies to help us learn and remember it. The children 

will also understand the importance of having a growth 

mindset, how our emotions impact on learning and the 

role our personal learning goals play in helping us learn.

This unit the children will be focusing on three civilisations; 

The Maya, The Kingdom of Benin and the Islamic Empire. 

They will compare and contrast the cultures and 

achievements of these three civilisations, as well as     

understand the reasons behind their rise and dominance, 

and their eventual    decline. In their history lessons, they 

will use a range of sources such as the internet, books, 

artefacts and images to find out about the civilisations in 

detail. They will find out about things like the festivals they 

celebrated, rulers of the kingdoms, lifestyles the people 

lived and the types of buildings they built. Later on in the 

unit, the children will plan, design and make their own 

mask linked to one of the festivals they have found out 

about in the history lessons. They will choose and decide 

on which materials will be best to use and evaluate their 

work. In the music strand, they will be looking at African 

music and go on to create their own piece of music 

linked to this based on a call and response pattern.     

Finally, in the international lesson, the children will learn 

that even thought these civilisations were formed       

centuries ago some of the festivals are still celebrated. 

The children will go on to finding out about modern day 

Islam or Maya life with a focus on one of their festivals. 

During this term, the children will be focusing on speed, 

awareness and quickness. They will be learning how to 

travel and move through different pieces of equipment 

at speed, changing their direction. They will learn to land 

on the balls of their feet to change direction quickly and 

use their awareness to look for space in games involving 

attacking and defending and throwing and catching. 

Throughout all of this, they will also be thinking about   

tactics and movement to help their them or their team 

succeed. The children will begin to understand that 

speed, awareness and quickness is needed in most    

physical activities and team games and know when is a 

good time to speed up or slow down to evade an      

opponent.

As part of our music provision, Bolton Music Service will be 

teaching Year 6 how to sing. They will learn a range of 

current songs and learn how to perform these.  

Being me in my world 
Within this unit of work, the children will be identifying 

goals for this year, understanding fears and worries about 

the future and knowing how to express them.  They will 

also understand that there are universal rights for all     

children but that for many children, these rights may not 

be met. They will begin to understand that their actions 

affect other people both locally and globally. Through 

the learning charter, the children will begin to make 

choices about their own behaviour and understand the 

need for rewards and consequences. The children will 

understand how democracy and having a voice benefits 

the school community.    

Our Vision is: To ensure lifelong learning for the whole 

community by building a better future together. 

Our Mission is: To build and maintain learning 

communities by developing passionate learners 

through personalised learning for a globally 

changing world. By nurturing each child’s faith 

journey, based on Christian values, we enable 

lifelong learning through promoting high standards, 

encouraging enquiring minds and valuing ourselves 

and others in our school community and beyond.  

Learning @ SSSJ inspires us to 

discover, explore and use our 

knowledge, skills and attitudes to 

develop ourselves as citizens of 

tomorrow.  

If you would like any further details about the 

curriculum, please look at our website 

sssj.bolton.sch.uk. If you do have any other 

questions or concerns, please contact the school 

office on 01204 333 583. 



As part of the English curriculum, children will be developing 

a love of reading, through reading the legend ‘Robin Hood 

and the Golden Arrow’ by Geraldine McCaughrean. The 

legend of Robin Hood and the Golden Arrow has been 

chosen for the enduring appeal of its central character and 

its engaging plot.  Through the unit, the children will explore 

the motivations behind characters’ actions, use drama to 

explore parody and complete grammar lessons, linked to 

this text.  
 

Within the non-fiction part of the unit, the children will be 

studying different types of journalistic texts: ‘The Sherwood 

Bugle’ and ‘Good Day!’ They will examine bias and          

balance, formal and informal writing, building up to the    

children writing and presenting their own TV news report.  
 

Alongside this work, children will also practice their reading 

comprehension and basic grammar skills. They will look             

specifically at word classes and higher level punctuation, as 

well as focussing on using evidence from the text to support 

their answers in reading. 

This term in mathematics, the children will start off by first   

recalling their prior knowledge of place value from the    

previous year. They will then build on this by learning how to 

read and write, partition and order and compare numbers 

to 10,000,000. After this, the children will use their knowledge 

of place value to learn how to round any whole number to 

a required degree of accuracy and use negative numbers 

in context.  

 

Later on in the term, the children will use their understanding 

of addition and subtraction to solve different multi-step 

problems in context. They will need to decide which        

operations and written methods to use and discuss why. 

 

Towards the end of the term, they will begin to multiply 

numbers up to 4-digits by one and two digit numbers using 

a formal written method. The children will build on their prior 

learning from last year and learn how to identify and find 

common factors, multiples, prime numbers and also         

recognise and use squared and cubed numbers. As always, 

the children practising and learning all of their times tables 

at school and also at home will really help them with all   

areas of mathematics.

During worship time, the children will be reading and    

listening to different stories from The Bible and reflecting 

on what you can learn from them. As well as this, the 

children will also discuss how the stories they hear link to 

the schools Christian values and personal 

learning goals. This is also a time where        

the children can reflect and share some   

examples of when they or someone else has 

demonstrated these values.

Full Power! 
Electricity is one of the most important discoveries ever 

made and we have learned how to use it to power almost 

every aspect of our lives. But who discovered electricity 

and how does it work?  

In science, the children will conduct a number of different 

experiments where they will make predictions, present their 

results and draw conclusions. They will be able to use       

recognised symbols when drawing circuits and begin to 

understand that the brightness of a lamp or loudness of a 

buzzer links to the number or voltage of cells used within the 

circuit. The children will learn how to create a parallel circuit 

to turn on/off different bulbs   using switches to make a set 

of traffic lights. They will learn what things could affect the 

flow of an electric circuit and identify which circuits would 

work and which wouldn't and why. After this, the children 

will also recap which materials are conductors and          

insulators of electricity and how these materials might be 

useful. Later on in the unit they will learn where electricity 

comes from and the ways in which we can stay safe when 

working with electricity. 

Towards the end of the unit, in technology, they will design 

a car dashboard including lights,  buzzers and 

motors then in history find out who discovered 

electricity. Finally, through the international strand 

the children will look at the growing issues linked 

to our consumption of electricity. 

Rosh Hashanah 
In this unit, children will learn how the Jewish faith celebrate 

new year and exploring the ideas of saying sorry and    

making a fresh start. 

Children will be learning about the rituals that Jewish       

families may do on the afternoon of Rosh Hashanah and 

discussing how symbolic actions can help us to repent and 

say sorry. Children will be learning about the symbolic foods 

that are associated with the festival. 

Pillars of Islam 
In this unit, the children will learn about what the 5 pillars of 

Islam are and that they help Muslims put their faith into  

action. The children will go onto write explanations about 

what each of the 5 pillars represent. 

Digital Citizenship 
In computing, the children will examine the consequences 

of their online activity–both good and bad. They will learn 

the principles of staying safe online and then move onto 

web content and how they interact with it. After this, the 

children will then be learning about how they can support 

others online and looking at how to report problems that 

may arise. Year 6 will also be learning about how their            

communication online through social networking sites and 

online gaming is their responsibility, and also how to care for 

others in their online social groups. Finally, they will also be 

learning about how technology can negatively affect our 

health, and they will look at ways of limiting this. 

Le week-end 
In this unit, the children will learn in French, how to ask and 

talk about the regular activities and hobbies they take part 

in. They will be able to say the activities that they don’t take 

part in as well as saying what activities their friends take part 

in. The children will also begin to be able to say which      

activities are their least and most favourite to take part in.


