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‘Learning @ SSSJ inspires us to discover, explore and use 

our knowledge, skills and understanding to develop 

ourselves as citizens of tomorrow.’  

Learning Definition as agreed by children, parents, staff and governors. 

Butterflies 



Meet the staff….. 

A very warm welcome to Nursery at our school. As a staff team, we are all very proud 

of our school and the achievements of all of our children. At SS Simon and Jude CE 

Primary School, we aim to build a positive relationship between school and home so 

that everyone involved can ensure that your child gets the very best school 

experience. We look forward to working alongside you in your child’s journey through 

our school.   

Miss K Jones ~ Principal  
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Teacher Profile – Miss Curley   

I have been working within the Early Years team at SSSJ for 5 years now. I love 

watching the incredible progression the children make in their first years of 

education and supporting them to grow and develop into independent, 

enthusiastic individuals with a passion for learning. 

 

 

 

  



Vision and Mission @ SSSJ 

Our Vision is: To ensure lifelong learning for the whole community by building a better future 

together 

Our Mission is: To build and maintain learning communities by developing passionate learners 

through personalised learning for a globally changing world. By nurturing each child’s faith journey, 

based on Christian values, we enable lifelong learning through promoting high standards, 

encouraging enquiring minds and valuing ourselves and others in our school community and 

beyond. 

Our Values: 

 

  



Personal Learning Goals 

 In our school we encourage our children to develop the following personal goals: respect, 

adaptability, resilience, morality, communication, co-operation, enquiry and thoughtfulness. 

Hopefully your child will also demonstrate these goals at home too! 

  Enquiry 

Being able to ask questions and then plan and carry out investigations related to those 

questions, collect evidence from a range of sources and think about the wider issues. 

  

Adaptability 

To know about a range of views, cultures and traditions and to respect others, to approach 

new ideas with confidence and to be able to suggest ideas and solutions in a range of 

situations. 

  

Resilience 

To be able to stick with a task until it is completed and to learn to try again if unsuccessful the 

first time round. 

  

Morality 

To learn about the moral issues associated with different subjects and to respect alternative 

viewpoints as well as give reasons for their own. 

  

Communication 

To be able to make their meaning clear using different ways of communicating and a range 

of tools and technologies to aid their communication. To learn how to communicate in more 

than 1 language. 

  

Thoughtfulness 

To be able to use a range of thinking skills in solving problems whilst considering others points 

of view. To reflect upon what has been learned and its implications on their own lives and the 

lives of others. 

   

Co-operation 

To understand that different people have different roles to play in groups and to adopt a 

different role depending on the activity and the needs of the group. Be able to work alongside 

and in co-operation with others. 

  

Respect 

To learn about the varying needs of other people, living things and the environment and to 

show respect for the world itself. 

  

  



 Learning in Nursery  

We are committed to the four themes of The Early Years Foundation Stage, which are:- 

A Unique Child – every child is a 

competent learner from birth who can be 

resilient, capable, confident and self-

assured. 

 

Enabling Environments – The environment 

plays a key role in supporting and 

extending children’s development and 

learning. 

 

Positive Relationships – Children learn to be 

strong and independent from a base of 

loving and secure relationships with parents 

and/or a key person. 

Learning and Developing – Children 

develop and learn in different ways and 

learn at different rates and all areas of 

learning and developing are equally 

important and inter-connected. 

 

THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE CURRICULUM is organised into seven areas 

of learning. Within Nursery we initially concentrate on the three prime areas: 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development; Communication and Language 

and Physical Development. 
 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT 
 To develop friendships, encouraging 

friends to join in play 

 Talking to adults and other children that 

are familiar 

 Making choices about likes and dislikes 

 To share with other children  

 Developing an understanding of 

feelings and emotions 

 

 

  

 

 

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE 
 To listen to stories and books 

 To listen carefully when being spoken to  

 To join in with singing songs and rhymes  

 Responding to simple questions and 

instructions 

 Asking lots of questions 

 Speaking to friends about their play 

 



PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 
 Moving in lots of different ways 

 Using a pencil with some control to 

make marks 

 Writing the letters from my name 

 Developing my self-help skills, including 

washing hands after going to the toilet 

and putting on my coat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITERACY 
 Making predictions about how a story 

might end 

 Recognising own name and other 

familiar words 

 Holding books the right way up and 

turning pages carefully 

 Talking about what a picture or writing 

is, and giving it meaning 

MATHEMATICAL DEVELOPMENT 
 Learning to say number names in order 

to 10 and beyond 

 Talking about numbers and what they 

mean 

 Matching a number to a quantity 

 Counting claps, jumps and objects 

 Sharing objects in different ways 

 Beginning to use language of size 

 Using positional language and 

language of size and shape 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN 
 Making models out of different materials 

 Drawing painting and making pictures 

 Joining in with singing, dancing and ring 

games 

 Imaginative play such as dressing up 

and pretend play, using props to help 

me 

 

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD 
 Talking about things that have 

happened and special times 

 Learning about different jobs that 

grown-ups do 

 Talking about different experiences in 

a variety of environments 

 Operating a range of simple electronic 

equipment 

 Using technology to find things that are 

of interest 

 



Learning at home 

How you can help your child at home 

 Make time to talk through what your child has done that day. 

 Share books, songs and games with your child and talk about them together. 

 Encourage your child to use pens, pencils, chalk, paints and simple tools such 

as scissors. 

 Talk to your child, introducing new words whenever you can. Children 

learning English as an additional language need first to develop confidence 

in their home language. 

 Help your child to recognise shapes, colours, numbers and words in familiar 

places such as food packets, street signs and advertisements. 

 Provide opportunities for your child to investigate and ask questions about the 

world around them. 

 Write your child’s name and help him or her to recognise it. (Only use a 

capital letter for the first letter of each name- use lower case for the rest of 

the letters.) 

 Introduce the language of counting during activities such as cooking and 

shopping. 

 Provide opportunities for running, climbing, kicking a ball and chasing – a visit 

to the park is free!  

 Let your child enjoy and invent sounds, words, songs, music and rhymes. 

 Ensure your child has enough sleep – we recommend bed by 7.00 p.m. at the 

latest! 

  



How the classroom is organised 

At SS Simon and Jude’s the indoor and outdoor spaces are organised to allow 

children to move around, to work on the floor and on table tops, individually and in 

small or larger groups.  

 

 

For most of the sessions, children have continuous access to the indoor and outdoor 

areas but children are guided to specific tasks as well and provided with short bursts 

of intensive focused teaching. Equipment is organised and labelled so that children 

know where to find what they need and can be independent. Promoting 

independence is a key priority for the Early years team.   

 

 

All areas of the curriculum are covered by different experiences and activities that 

reflect the children’s interests and build on their knowledge and skills. Each unit is 

based on our children’s current interests and will be planned around what they say 

and do. Some work is seasonal such as Winter or Spring but will still be based upon 

what the children need at the time and will be planned through discussions with 

them.  

 

The Role of the Adult 

The role of the adult is vital in supporting children’s learning through planned 

teaching activities and extending and developing children’s spontaneous play.  

They enable children to explore, develop and use their curiosity and imagination to 

help them make sense of the world. They allow them to practise skills, build up ideas 

and concepts, think creatively and communicate with others as they investigate and 

solve problems. 

 

Monitoring and Assessment 

All children are assessed continuously, in an informal way, whilst they are in the 

Nursery Class.  Staff observe and monitor their skills as they work in the different areas. 

This enables us to plan our activities to suit each child’s needs and to further develop 

their knowledge, skills and understanding in all the important areas of learning.  



Observations and assessments are regularly planned to inform our preparations for 

the ‘next step’.  

 

Parental Involvement 

In the first few weeks when your child starts with us, you are welcome to stay for a 

short while to help them settle, if that is appropriate. The length of this settling period 

is flexible as our main aim is that your child is happy and secure with us. We will discuss 

your child’s individual needs with you at your home visit.  

  

 

Parents are welcome into school at the start of the school day to support your child 

in self-registering, joining in with phonic sessions and name writing. Parent workshops 

are also planned throughout the academic year in order to support parents in 

promoting learning at home. Also if parents are concerned about something, 

teaching staff are available every morning and every evening to discuss any 

concerns.  It is vital that parents and staff work together, as this has such a positive 

impact on your child’s learning and development.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our School Behaviour System 

 

Through our Golden Rules, we promote positive behaviour and attitude towards 

learning. The Golden Rules are:  

Do be gentle 

Do be kind and helpful 

Do work hard 

Do look after property 

Do be honest  

 

Children are encouraged to behave well, in line with our Christian values, at all times. 

They are reminded that they have a choice and that the onus of responsibility is on 

the child. Children within Nursery will also follow the whole school behaviour and self-

esteem policy to ensure our high expectations for both behaviour and attitudes 

towards learning are reflected within Nursery in order to build sold foundations for 

their journey through school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



All about Nursery  

Nursery Session Times  

Nursery morning session: 8.45-11.45am 

Nursery afternoon session: 12.30-3.30pm 

It is very important that you are on time to collect your child every day as children 

become distressed when they are collected late from school. However, should you 

be late collecting your child you must ring the school office on 01204333583 as staff 

cannot be held responsible for the children who are not collected on time. 

We will also only allow a named person (at least 14 years old) to collect your child 

from nursery school. This is to ensure the safety of all children is paramount. Therefore 

it is crucial that you keep the office updated with any changes to emergency 

contact details. 

Snack Time 

 

During the session we provide a snack for your child. This will be milk, water and 

fruit/vegetables such as bananas, apples, oranges, pears and carrots. We aim to 

encourage healthy eating and also develop independence, sharing and social skills. 

We will also regularly make toast, sandwiches, cheese and crackers etc to              

develop both physical and social skills.   
  

School Uniform 

The Nursery children will be able to wear the school uniform sweatshirt and joggers. 

This will make going to the toilet much easier for the children and will develop 

independence.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

Home Visits 

This is a chance for us to get to know you and your child before they start in Nursery. 

It gives you a chance to ask any questions you may have and discuss your child’s 

individual needs. You will be given a time and date for early September so please 

keep it safe. Home visits really help your child to settle quickly into Nursery.   
  



General Information 

Medication 

The only medication (other than inhalers and epipens) that staff are allowed to 

administer is prescription medicine which has to be taken four or more times a day. 

If your child has been prescribed medication, the medicine MUST have your child’s 

name on it. You will need to hand the medicine in at the office and complete a 

consent form.  

What to do if your child is ill 

Each day your child is absent due to illness you must report the absence either by 

school telephone or the school text service: 

School telephone: 01204 333583 

School text line: 07797801419 

Please note general appointments such as doctors, dentist should be made outside 

of the school day. Where appointments are unavoidable, such as the hospital – the 

appointment letter must be shown to the school office.  

Food and drink 

We have a number of children in school who are allergic to certain ingredients and 

foods such as nuts. Therefore if you would like to celebrate your child’s birthday, we 

can only accept, ‘shop bought’ cakes with ingredients listed to be brought into 

school. We do allow sweets (please try to avoid lollies) to be shared with other 

children as part of birthday celebrations but again would appreciate consideration 

given to those children who are vegetarian/with allergies such as nuts.  

Partnership between school and home 

Our aim is for school and home to work in partnership. 

We hold two formal Parents Evenings a year: Autumn Term and Spring Term. In 

addition to these, you will receive a written report detailing your child’s progress and 

attitude. If there are any problems that need to be discussed, please see the class 

teacher. 

 

Should you wish to see the class teacher, please do not hesitate to speak to them 

during drop off or collection times. However, should you need a more detailed 

meeting, please contact the school office to arrange an appointment.  


